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Safe and Sound

Roughhousing may not be allowed, but this theater
handles plenty of wear and tear. photography by Michael Nevuex

It's hard to imagine a home theater system
being dangerous, but those heavy (lnt screens,
blinking black boxes and protruding power
strips can be a real hazard to curious 8-, 10-
and 14-year-old boys. The owners of this

media-equipped family room put safety first

when they hired Surreal Systems of Placentia,
CA, to design a system for their family of five.
The G0-inch Pioneer plasma TV was mounted
high on the wall where it would be out of
reach, “at least until the kids grow a few more

inches,” s designer and installer Matt

Bernath. The center-channel speaker, which is

normally kept closer to the floor, was perched

on top of the screen, while the remaining four
speakers were attached to the walls. The big,
sturdy subwoofer—a perfect platform for col-
oring books and games of leapfrog—was
recessed completely inside the front wall.
The rest of the equipment, including a
Sony 400-disc DVD changer, a Yamaha AV

recei

o and a Panamax power conditioner, was
stowed inside an existing closet in the hallway
Bernath placed the components on standard
wire shelving Instead of pricier specialty equip-

ment racks, which allowed the family to put

maore of its budget toward high-end compo-

nents like the Definitive Technology in-wall sub-

woofer and the high-def 7.1-che
RXV2T00 receiver. “The n

¢ useful tool for the family,” says

relocating their DSL modem and
router to the closet, the homeowners can send
music stored on any computer in the house to
the family room speakers.” They can also acoess
the networked Yamaha receiver to hear Internet
radio programs or music stored on their iPod.

A wall-mounted connection plate gives the

family even more media options. Loaded with

connections for a high-def’ gaming console, o
laptop computer, a mouse and a keyboard,
they can use their family room plasma TV to
play high-def video games or surl the Internet.
For safety’s sake, the connection plate was
placed in back of the couch—the main view-
ing spot—to preclude having to snake cabling

across the floor

Everything connected to the Yamaha

receiver can be controlled from a single touch-
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sereen-style remo
MX3000 touchse

Control to be as simple as possible for ev

», Bernath programmed the

en from Universal Remote

one in the family o w weled

watcH ovp, for example, sets the receiver to
the correct input, activates the Sony DVD
changer, and displays a list of available movies
on the G0-inch screen. Selecting a movie is
as easy as scrolling through the titles and
X000

significantly larger than a stan-

pressing Prav. Another benefit of the )

is its heft. It's

dard handheld remote, making it harder to
lose between the cushions of the couch. With
a remote that stays where it should, the wiring
off the floor and the blinking black boxes
locked up In a closet, this enteriainment

system s about as bottled up as they get.

Yet, thanks 1o a network-friendly rec a
connection-packed wall plate and an intuitive

touchscreen reme

the family has access to

a bevy of entertainment options.—LM EH
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